Harrigan Holidays Wild Atlantic Way Tour of Ireland
May 9 to May 23, 2020
Saturday, May 9th - Depart USA for your overnight flight to Ireland.
Sunday, May 10th - This morning arrive in Ireland Upon arrival meet with your driver/ guide and transfer to Donegal.
En-route take two rest stops, including lunch. Note this will be a very long travel day. Check into Nesbitt Arms in Ardara,
Co Donegal. Dinner will be under your own arrangements this evening. (L)
Monday, May 11th - This morning after breakfast, depart the hotel for a day of sightseeing.
Visit Slieve League, Europe's highest sea cliffs, although less famous than the Cliffs of
Moher in County Clare, Slieve League's Cliffs reach almost three times higher, but you won’t
really notice. The site is largely untouched by tourism and walks through a largely unspoilt
landscape, which gives visitors a spectacular view of the coast and the cliff face of the sea
and the Sligo Mountains. Separated by tectonic shifts millions of years ago the once-shared
mountain ranges of North America and Europe are again linked for walkers and hikers by the
International Appalachian Trail. From its origins in Georgia the trail eventually reaches land
again at Slieve League Cliffs.
After free time for lunch in Killybegs visit the Killybegs International Carpet Making & Fishing Centre. This a unique
experience in the fishing and carpet-making history for visitors who venture to the shores of this picturesque town
situated on the Donegal coastline. During the tour, it is possible to see the actual carpet factory which once designed,
dyed and thread wool by hand-knotters, and produced world-class Donegal carpets that can still be seen in such places
as Dublin Castle. The Oval Room at the White House, the Vatican, Buckingham Palace, stately homes, and foreign
embassies throughout the globe; also, visitors can see the largest hand-knotted loom in the world, view live
demonstrations of how hand-knotting is done, and also have the opportunity to test their own skills at the loom.
Return to your hotel. Dinner will be included this evening. (B, D)
Tuesday, May 12th - This morning after breakfast, depart your hotel for a trip to Glenveagh National Park the second
largest natural park in Ireland made up of 40,000 acres of scenic mountains, lakes, glens and woods, with a herd of red
deer, Glenveagh is one of Ireland's protected natural parks managed by the State. A Scottish style castle within the estate
is surrounded by one of the finest gardens in Ireland, which contrasts with the rugged surroundings. The Visitor Centre
houses exhibitions and an audio-visual show on the area. The Visitor Centre has a cafe / restaurant. A return shuttle bus
service is available to bring clients from the visitor centre to the area of the castle and the gardens.
Enjoy a cruise on the waterbus at Donegal Bay. Cruise around Donegal Bay in a state of the art 160 seater Waterbus.
View the seal colony on Seal Island, The Bluestack Mountains and Donegal Bay’s many islands with full commentary.
Relax in a fully stocked bar and enjoy a cabaret show on the return leg of the trip. The trip departs from the modern pier
in Donegal town. A large car park on the quayside offers convenient parking for cars or coaches. The Waterbus is a
purpose built vessel with all modern amenities including ladies, gents and disabled toilets, cushioned seating, seated
upper deck viewing area, all modern safety equipment and a small dance floor. The trip lasts for approximately 1 hour
and 15 minutes and includes a full commentary on the historical, natural and geographical sights view from the vessel.
Return to your hotel. Enjoy your last evening in beautiful County Donegal. (B)
Wednesday, May 13th - This morning we will depart from County Donegal for Galway. En-route, visit Lissadell House
and Gardens. The Lissadell Estate is the home of Edward Walsh, his wife Constance Cassidy and their seven children.
After 70 years of neglect, an intensive programme of restoration has taken place in the House, Gardens, Stable Block
and grounds since 2004 and Lissadell is once again a place of beauty. Lissadell is famous as the childhood home of
Constance Markievicz, her sister Eva Gore-Booth and her brother Josslyn Gore-Booth. Constance was one of the
leaders of the 1916 Rising, and was the first woman to be elected to Dáil Eireann, where she served as Minister for
Labour (thus becoming the first woman minister in a modern Western European democracy), and was also the first
woman to be elected to the House of Commons at Westminster, London (where she declined to take her seat). Eva was
a poet of distinction and an active suffragist, clashing with the young Winston Churchill over barmaids’ rights in 1908.
The great poet W. B. Yeats was friendly with the Gore Booth sisters and stayed at Lissadell in 1892 and 1893.

Visit Arigna Mining Experience. The Arigna Mining Experience is a centre dedicated to the coal mining history of Arigna over
a period of 400 years, local geology and coal, as well as new forms of renewable energy. It is Ireland's first museum dedicated
to coal mining. With the closure of the mine in the 1990s, the site was redeveloped as a cultural destination. The tour includes a
visit to the mines, with many of the tour guides being former miners. The tours bring visitors down into the mining main tunnel,
which was only four feet high when it was used as a mine, but has been widened and deepened to allow for public access. As
with the collections, the tour tells the social history of the mine, how miners worked, the rituals and customs of the mine, as well
as its central role as the main employer in the area. The site also retains some spoil heaps, which demonstrate the scale of the
mining that was taking place during the sites operation. Continue to Galway and check into Jury’s Inn Galway. Dinner is
included this evening. (B, D)

Thursday, May 14th- Spend the day on Inishmore. Today take the ferry to Inishmore the largest of the Aran Islands.
The three Aran Islands, Inisheer, Inishmaan and Inishmore, standing out in the Galway
bay, form a mass of limestone, similar to the Burren’s geology. Today the inhabitants
live essentially off fishing and tourism while remaining strongly attached to Gaelic
traditions.
These islands are the last real “Gaelthacht” of the modern Ireland.
Inishmore is the largest of them, it is covered in old stone walls and little fields. On the
West Coast of the island, majestic cliffs drop into the wild Atlantic ocean. This area is
dominated by Dun Aengus, one of the most impressive Neolithic forts in Europe. Dun
Aengus Perched spectacularly on a cliff overlooking the Atlantic ocean, this is the
largest of the prehistoric stone forts of the Aran Islands. It is enclosed by three massive
dry-stone walls and a "chevaux-de-frise" consisting of tall blocks of limestone set
vertically into the ground to deter attackers. The fort is about 900m from the Visitor
Centre and is approached over rising ground. There is access for visitors with
disabilities to the Visitor Centre but the route to the fort is over rough terrain for about a
mile. If you would like to walk to the fort there is a supplement of €5.00 per person.
Dinner in Galway is under your own arrangements this evening. (B)
Friday, May 15th- This morning visit Galway Cathedral. The largest catholic church in Galway, the cathedral is located
on Nun’s Island, on the west bank of the River Corrib near Salmon Weir Bridge. It was the last large church in Ireland to
be made from stone, and features a huge octagonal dome that complements the skyline of the City of Galway. The
cathedral combines many features from different styles and periods of architecture. There are many treasures of art
inside and outside. Erected on the site of an old jail, the parking lot of the cathedral contains a white cross in the
pavement. It marks the site of the prison graveyard. This afternoon, depart for County Clare.
Be entertained at the Doolin Music House where Christy Barry and his partner Sheila have entertained friends and
musicians at their home for many years, sitting around the fire playing music and telling stories. Although the pub
sessions are extremely popular they realised that many of their visitors preferred to listen to traditional music in the
intimate environment of their home. As a result, they open up their atmospheric home to visitors so they can
experience local Irish music in the relaxed surroundings of their home. Christy talks and discusses the history of
traditional Irish music and plays great tunes together with his friend James Devitt. You will enjoy the experience of
visiting a local home, enjoying local company and listening to a good traditional music session around the fire. Sheila
is an artist and her works surround the rooms in the house creating a truly art home atmosphere. S n a c k s w i l l b e
served at music house. Dinner is under your own arrangements this evening. Overnight at Armada Hotel, Milltown,
Millbay, Co Clare. (B)
Saturday, May 16th-This morning after breakfast, depart Clare for County Kerry catching the ferry from Kilrush Marina to
Scattery Island. Inis Cathaigh or Scattery Island is an island in the Shannon Estuary, Ireland, off the coast of Kilrush,
County Clare. The island is home to a lighthouse, a ruined monastery, an Irish round tower and the remains of an artillery
battery. The first monastery on the Island in the 6th Century, would have consisted of small wooden churches. When
these decayed, or were destroyed, they were replaced with the stone structures visible today. The English built six gun
batteries along the Shannon estuary, one of them on the south-eastern point of Scattery Island. This battery, which was
completed in 1814, was surrounded by a deep moat and housed up to 8 cannons. Alongside the Battery is a working
lighthouse. When the first, purpose-built lighthouse on the island went into operation in 1872, a series of lighthouse
keepers and their families came to live on Scattery Island. Please note - this visit is subject to weather conditions.

Your next visit en-route to Killarney is to Craggaunowen. Situated on 50 acres of wooded grounds, Craggaunowen,
the Living Past Experience, is one of Ireland’s award winning cultural parks that interprets our pre-historic and early
Christian eras. It tells the story of the arrival of the Celts in Ireland and features a stunning recreation of some of the
homesteads, animals and artefacts which existed in Ireland over 1,000 years ago. Explore the Crannog, the Ring Fort,
the Medieval Castle and the ‘Brendan Boat’ – a leather hulled boat built by Tim Severin. He sailed across the midAtlantic re-enacting the voyage of St. Brendan and the early Christian monks who were reputed to have discovered
America centuries before Columbus. Craggaunowen Castle built by John MacSioda MacNamara in 1550 is also
located in the park standing defiantly on a crag overlooking the lake. It is a typical example of a fortified Tower House,
which was the ordinary residence of the gentry at the time. After the collapse of the Gaelic Order in the 17th century,
the castle was left roofless and uninhabitable.
Continue your journey to Kerry. Upon arrival check in to your Dromhall Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry. (B,D)
Sunday, May 17th - This morning depart for a full day touring the Dingle Peninsula.
Return to your hotel in Killarney. Dinner will be under your own arrangements this evening. (B)
Monday, May 18th - Today after breakfast, we will depart for County Cork stopping at Lorge Chocolate on the way.
Lorge Chocolate or ‘Lorge Chocolatier‘ which is the original name is the place where
Benoit Lorge,a talented master chef from France, creates many chocolate
masterpieces and sells them to gourmet shops and high class hotels and restaurants.
Visit Garnish Island (Ilnacullin). Traveling to the island, you will see the magnificent
views of the bay and also pass Seal Island with its colony of harbour seals. Garnish is
a unique island that plays host to a multitude of plant variations, and the blanket of
summer colouring which covers the island creates a rainbow of colour. The island has
a wonderful history and its unusual micro climate allows a range of exotic subtropical
plant species to flourish. There are a number of walks and interesting buildings on the
island.
Check into West Cork Hotel, Skibbereen, Co Cork. Dinner is included this evening. (B,D)
Tuesday, May 19th - This morning after breakfast, depart for Mizen Head. Mizen Head is located at Ireland’s most
southwesterly point, in the south of Cork, where the currents meet from the west and south coasts. One of the main
transatlantic shipping routes passes close by to the south, and Mizen Head was, for many seafarers, the first (or last)
sight of Europe. The tip of the peninsula is almost an island, cut off by a deep chasm, now spanned by a bridge; this
gives access to an old signal station, a weather station, and a lighthouse. The signal station, once permanently
manned, is now a museum housing displays relating to the site's strategic significance for transatlantic shipping and
communications, including the pioneering efforts of Guglielmo Marconi. The "99 steps" which formed part of the
original access route have been supplemented by a series of paths and viewing platforms, and a full range of visitor
facilities is available at the entrance to the site. You can look forward to your southernmost pint in O’Sullivans Bar, the
southern most pub in Ireland.
After your full day exploring Mizen Head Peninsula return to your hotel where dinner is on your own this evening. (B)

Wednesday, May 20th - Off to Offlay where en-route you will visit Bru Boru. Brú Ború (translated as “The Palace of
Boru”) is a national heritage centre at the foot of the Rock of Cashel. This cultural and interpretative village is designed
around a village green and is home to the study and celebration of Irish music, song, dance, storytelling, theatre and
Celtic studies. Located at the foot of the historic Rock of Cashel, Brú Ború is an affiliate of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí
Éireann, the Irish cultural movement which has over 400 branches worldwide. The state of the art theatre seats 250
people and hosts some of the best shows in traditional Irish entertainment throughout the year. The venue is home to
the resident Brú Ború performance group. The Teach Ceoil (house of music) comes alive with the sound of Irish
traditions; from singing a song, to dancing a step, playing an air or telling a story. The Sounds of History exhibition
takes place in subterranean chambers, seven metres underground, which echo to the story of Ireland from ancient
times to the present day. Through the passage of time, the journey is marked by milestones of achievement, conflict
and renewal. A recent state-of-the-art extension has been added, where visitors can explore 3000 years of Ireland’s
rich cultural heritage. Brú Ború also hosts the Genealogy service of the Irish Family History Foundation for South
Tipperary.
Next visit today is Leap Castle said to be haunted by a number of spectres, the most
terrifying being a small hunched creature whose apparition is accompanied by a
rotting stench of a decomposing corpse and the smell of sulphur. The O'Carrolls,
princes of Ely, built it as their main stronghold in 1250 A.D. It was erected on a most
commanding site facing the Great Pass through the Slieve Bloom Mountains to the
province of Munster. It has a massive tower and very thick walls. Gory murders are
said to have taken place there - notably at a window high up in the tower. Sean
Ryan, the current resident will certainly entertain you while visiting.
Continue to Offaly and check into 13th century Kinnitty Castle Hotel. Kinnitty Castle was also owned at one time by
the O’Carroll clan until it was confiscated by English forces in 1641. Dinner at the castle is included this evening.
(B,D)
Thursday, May 21st - On to Dublin City stopping at Clonmacnoise on the way. Clonmacnoise is a wonderful early
Christian site founded by St. Ciarán in the mid-6th century on the eastern bank of the River Shannon. In a stunning
setting, the site includes the ruins of a cathedral, seven churches (10th -13th century), two round towers, three high
crosses and the largest collection of early Christian graveslabs in Western Europe. The original high crosses and a
selection of graveslabs are on display in the visitor centre. In 1979 Pope John Paul II celebrated mass at this site.
Guided tours are provided and the long and varied history of Clonmacnoise is recounted in an audiovisual
presentation shown in the visitor centre. There are also exhibitions that deal with the flora, fauna and landscape of the
region.
Upon on arrival in Dublin City visit The Vaults Live where you will be part of the attraction inspired by Irish history,
where you are thrown back in time through six stories told by live actors who are on a mission to rewrite their past.
Check into Jury’s Inn Christchurch hotel Dublin. Dinner will be on your own this evening. (B)
Friday, May 22nd - You are free today to enjoy Dublin on your own.
Perhaps you would be interested in enjoy the The Vintage Tea Tour. Take a step back in time with Vintage Tea Tours
and experience Dublin in a unique way. Enjoy our renowned Afternoon Tea delicacies, good conversation and tap
along to some fabulous 1950’s jazz. This is Afternoon Tea with a difference. This is an experience. 45 Euro
supplement.
Enjoy a farewell dinner at a local restaurant. (B,D)
Saturday, May 23rd - return to the USA
B = Breakfast

L = Lunch

D = Dinner

Estimated cost per person sharing a twin/double room for land/air is $4600* Actual price avail July 2020
This is a small group tour limited 15-21 people.
Single Supplement $699.00
Price Includes:
13 nights accommodations in 3&4* hotels including a castle stay. Full Irish breakfast at hotel each day, 1 lunch, 6 dinners,
porterage, service charges and taxes at existing rates. Please note that a change in service charges, taxes, and a large
currency rate fluctuation could change the price of tour.
Visits and admissions to the following:
Slieve League
Killybegs Carpet Factory
Lissadell House
Arigna Mining Experience
Galway Cathedral
Doolin Music House
Scattery Island (Inis Cathaigh)
Lorge Chocolate
Garnish (Ilnacullin) Island
Bru Boru
Leap Castle
Waterbus cruise on Donegal Bay
Lorge Chocolate demonstration and tasting
Not included:
Optional Travel Insurance Gratuity for Driver/Guide

Glenveagh National Park
Aran Island Inis Mor
Craggaunowen
Dingle Peninsula tour
Mizen Head Signal Station
Clonmacnoise Monastic Settlement

Ferry to Aran Island, Inishmore & Scattery Island
The Vaults Live theatrical experience

Meals not included on itinerary

* price based on air estimate. Final price will be available July 2019.
Contact Harrigan Holidays at 717-818-3024 or
by email kathy@harriganholidays.com

Personal Expenses

